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ABSTRACT

The paper highlights on the steps to be takenciassroom to practice creative writing tasks likeghbwriting that
can be done through collaborative writing task&nRing happens to be a very important part in mgitand such new
tasks done as a group would be able to pull ovester result than individual writing. The questmirthe task is in giving
genuine expression to thoughts. Quality writing tade invested and the quality in writing can danced through

collaborative writing practice
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INTRODUCTION

The demands of the 21st century expect a lot moygitant skills than the current skills accomplishzy
students to establish themselv&s.think out of the box is one scope of expectation atacthink into the box (the media
and computer) is another aspect of language comnhamolvative thinking has always been considereg iaportant but
this media age has made innovative questioningimmovative solutions as the focus of the hour ttratate way for
individuality in expression of thought. The ideaifiovative solutions must be extended into Engéstthing classrooms
too. The teacher needs to raise multiple questéos find innovative solutions to make the learrescher classroom
effective .The teacher needs to rope in activitibat are practical, flexible, creative and techgaally alert.
Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) views languaga tool for communication. It insists thatiatéive speaking
activities in classrooms provide fine opportunittescreate a real communicative environment. ltuess that students
have sufficient exposure to the target languageaisThapplication of CLT in classrooms would bringoab positive
outcome to the students as well as the teacheradthgties are tailored with student centred pedggand not result
oriented approach. Hence an effort to mould antheethe skill of writing Blogs by engaging hem wilgtivities that

would help them to assess their learning grapheating an idea to express views through blogs

Ascited in Larsen-Freeman, 2000, p. 129 “communieadctivities have three salient features: (1) sdype of
information gap, (2) a degree of choice and (3) gkistence of feedback”. Learning or practicingwiite a blog has
become another important genre of writing that $ade engineer to the people around through higigerience or ideas
of life and its development.Blogs in particular aepowerful way of communicating research. RecaggizZ-rancis

Bacon’s maxim that ‘knowledge is power’, knowledyeeds to be distributed beyond the walls of acaclésairning. A
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Blog almost takes the position of a personal dikat can have all views of an individual postedotcherished and
looked back whenever needed or a step further &vée read by friends connected through media. Whaihids have
become the address of a professional | stronglieveelthat Blogs are the personal diary of any iidial which

showcases the thought sparks running hot in thémdsn Blog is also being accepted as a platfornprafessional

expression and hence there comes the dire neeah fangineer to master the skill

Learning engineers are more connected to the mahilecomputer that a theoretical explanation oftvehBlog
is? , the steps to start a blog may not be a difftask to explain. The difficulty arises wheneat¢her needs to specify on

the style of writing, vocabulary and tone that @&evmeeds to invest while writing a Blog

Chandrika Mohan, www.languageinindia.com12 : 2 Beby 2012 - Updating the English Classroom with
Techniques and Communication Skills Language inalndThe training which learners should receivewdd prepare
them to direct the course of their own learningttls, it should take them from their states ofyiray degrees of
dependence to the state of the greatest of indeperdor autonomy which is possible in a given $afiroumstances”.
The activity to be executed in the classroom hasuibthe innovative style of learning that woutttact the students and
also help them gain an instant learning with matinga credits for their writing skills.Planning hags to be a very
important part in writing and such new tasks doseaayroup would be able to pull over a better tethaln individual
writing

The activity may not fully accomplish the learnitagget but would set the direction in the righttgarchannelize
the effort to be put forth. A heterogeneous cladssngineers to be would set the confused stateesitdtion, ambiguity,
limited proficiency of language and awkwardness miasked to come forward with blog writing. An adiivcan be
extended into the class just to set the idea ofisgato write for a blog. The activity would bevitied into two parts, the
first one would be innovative question and the sdcone would be innovative writing. The activity wd be a
collaborative writing task that would be done ilmgps. There is a common view that collaborativagimgimay not b of a
successful target achieving effort but it actudlbosts the performance of such creative writingstasrking with others
can provide the opportunity for learners to wotladevel slightly above their usual capacity, asoperating with others

who know a little more can boost achievement

A class can be split into groups wherein each gmwapld consist of five to six members. The studenitsfirst
have to brainstorm and write one issue or everitdbald be personal, social, political or globaittithey would like to
share opinion about. The first set of task justdsefive minutes for the students to invest timewtite a topic. The
members then circulate the note written, in thelolse direction, so that each friend would writsirggle line view about
the topic chosen. The peer view about the choi¢e€ will help the student analyse his levellihking and approach to
very phases of life. Now depending on the viewshaf peer members in the group the student can rlaéeges or
alterations in the topic chosen. Once the firdt taglone the second part of the activity stahs,dtudent would now write
a paragraph of five lines sharing his/her viewsudloe topic chosen. The task would need a minirofidd6 minutes and
once the writing is completed the written text wbbk circulated among the group members to gain ¥iew about the
content written, the members can add points tactmtent or even point out a few correction or wifteir opinion about
the write-up. The final part of the activity woubg where the students in each group select orteedbpics in the group

and start their collaborative writing by contrimgitheir opinion about the topic at a minimum oé @entence each
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At various activities it is found that group workgpear to be more productive than individual waitke result of
better writing with grammar accuracy is becausehef productive feedback given by the group matdaBarative
writing can be a lot of fun, with the growth of wédwols for collaboration (not my personal expeljisé is becoming

increasingly popular

After a twenty minute schedule of collaborativetimg the task can be analysed by the members ofritgp to
get a cue of the varying graph in writing from theint of selecting the topic and to the culminatp@nt of writing
content for one topic selected. The gradual transdtion of the task from individual task to grougiigity would spotlight
a view of different opinions, different views andried style of writing for a blog. This simple tasén be a triggering
point for students to realise their level of penfiance and initiate the idea to make changes im theting. There are
different kinds of blog, personal, academic, poditiand professional. Many a time pompous and ftarabht words can
deter the essence of a blog and distract the redieatever be the genre of the blog the commoeraibf writing has to
be a backdrop of genuine shade , a tinge of ceeatitlook and a canvass of perfect vocabularyvioatid give away the

exact crux of the content to the reader leavingpaxre for ambiguity
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